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MacQueen ranch offers rejuvenation for man -- and beast

Irhouph they wen’c Ok
natives, Craig and Heidi
Macueen have found their
£ i place in Ozurky agriculiue.
ﬁ AW hile Craig is away as an
atraraft mnatructor in BEurope, Heidi is
busy ot their Loclede Councy farm
manning her horse mowel — Meadow
View Ranch,

Craig and Heidi Macueen moved to
Lebanon six years ago from Riverside,
(Calif. Uley builr a small cabin on thetr
200-acre ranch to serve as a puesthouse
for friends or family. Afrer 3 while, her
{'rm:md:j a:g:]ufi:u.‘cr,l lu:r iy 1e2tl Ll ll:;'t.lbii‘l.
res people who also necded a place o
honnd their horses ar nighe.

Pioaw shie lias w0 website,  boards
rraveters and  rheit horses, and has
EUCELE rhat just come out to ride or stay
the nigphe.

Mlezadiow View Ranchy also serves as =
loweal sheleer for atray, sick or myured
aniraaie. Though they have come
abow in strunpe ways, andivaly meostly
T i'-l_'l."ln',l, ﬂl'll'l.f\i_'\ll" [wil l'll")‘ll-_lv i‘l_'lg W TR,

The local sheriff brought ber a donkey
that had been deug for o mile and o half
Behind o jeep antil i lwed oo back
hooves and no  flesh left on 1ta
hindaguarters,  Today, thar donkey s
shiviee  aeed well oaned sl ar dhe
MacCucen’s ranch.

A group of horses was polsoned ar a
Locul seenu. AL the horses carne Lo her
place to be cared for, wnd all lelt
evcept “Shabby” a minwature heorse.
*Soeeluow he goo stuck here” Heidi
Y.

Heidi pers a litcle actached o her
anmmals, Bhe won't aell any of rhe
them on her farm becauze she soye once

-
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they establish their new home, friends
and family they shouldn't have w leave
apain. “Whatever sels its foor ot hoaof
are this place srays on this place,” she
States.

The animals have accumufated b a
oral of 12 hovses, one donkey, cight
rars, fhree dogs and 40 calves.

Last vear she began raising Holstein
calves to resell.  Bhe purchases 15
babizs at a time from a farmer in
Mountain Grove and then roises che
females uncl they are about 2G-wonihis-
old and will sell e back to 2 dairy.
The males will ke sold at auction.

These baby calves are treared with
more love and wilention tlw meosr.
11eidi says others think she's not serious
about raising the calves because she
plays with them and weats them like
pets. I think it make (oo beter
cows,” slie says. “The more they're used
to being touched the better cows they
will be”

“Anuther good thing abont taming
the animals is when we need to work
oty them they can be handled,” Heidi
explaing. When an older cull was
,[':;u_l,ul;l wlick oLl L i_‘i,'m" Lfs.ﬁ!ﬁﬁ]l't‘r, ?T{'H’:I! HT"Id
Craig were thankful for its gentleness
when the time came o move the call,
wliich had a bnoben leg, op to the karn
to he carad for

When guests stay ar the ranch, they
cojoy joining o on the chores, MOwescs
like to Lelp feed  Lven the adults who
have never been on a farm just love it,”
Heidi noces.

FHeid offers more than a place to stay
and keep vour horse,
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thiee Iriends thac are
therapists i Lebanon that come out to
help with the day spa, which is also
convenizntly locared in the barn.

Coradg and Heidi tormed traile through
the woods for guests who enjoy hiking
or riding.  No guests are turned away
from Meadow View. She allows pets in
the cabin, and kids arc free to run
around all day. “Kids are never in the
way,” she says.

There have been some unigque guests
Lo the ranch. Goliadh, which is owned
by Prieterr Ranch Equipment and is the
largest drafr horse in the world, visirs
the ranch every yeoar

Heidi says that a man from Baywatch
has visited a couple of rimes, and
everywhere he wenr he ware flip-flops.

A reporter from, the Saint Louis Post
Praparch visited and enjoyed his stay so
much that he wiote a leature abour the
ranch in the “"Qzark Oddivies” section
ot e puper.

Slie luas

Heidi, enjoys Lier dJays our on the
tancli. Althougly s always 2 benefic
for a farm to generate income, Heidi
says thar she doesn’t do thiz for che
money. It's a hobby.

“Ir’s fun. Ic's nor o money maker,” she
EAYS. h
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